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[0:00] Proverbs chapter 18. Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire. He breaks out
against all sound judgment. A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in
expressing his opinion.

When wickedness comes, contempt comes also, and with dishonor comes disgrace. The
words of a man's mouth are deep waters. The fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook. It is
not good to be partial to the wicked, or to deprive the righteous of justice. A fool's lips walk
into a fight, and his mouth invites a beating. A fool's mouth is his ruin, and his lips are a
snare to his soul. The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels. They go down into
the inner parts of the body. Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who destroys.
The name of the Lord is a strong tower. The righteous man runs into it, and is safe. A rich
man's wealth is his strong city, and like a high wall in his imagination. Before destruction a
man's heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor. If one gives an answer before he
hears, it is his folly and shame. A man's spirit will endure sickness, but a crushed spirit,
who can bear? An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks
knowledge. A man's gift makes room for him, and brings him before the great. The one
who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him. The lot
puts an end to quarrels, and decides between powerful contenders. A brother offended is
more unyielding than a strong city, and quarrelling is like the bars of a castle. From the
fruit of a man's mouth his stomach is satisfied.

He is satisfied by the yield of his lips. Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and
those who love it will eat its fruits. He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains
favor from the Lord. The poor use entreaties, but the rich answer roughly. A man of many
companions may come to ruin. But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.
Proverbs chapter 18 begins with a warning against the separatist. Such an individual cuts
himself off from a community that might check him in his desires. He seeks pretexts for
quarrels, and ends up being just an authority to himself.

His proud wisdom in his own eyes leads him to cut himself off from the wisdom and the
insight of the group. Solomon describes this as his breaking out against all sound
judgment or competence.

Such a man is completely unteachable. He cuts himself off from the sort of community
that might stress test his opinions, that might force him to reconsider. Such a person
might, for a period of time, throw in his lot with a particular teacher or some crank expert
who supports his opinions, but before long he will differ with them too, and cut himself off
from them in their turn.

[3:05] Any wise leader of a community should know this type of person, and be on the lookout
for them. When an individual has a series of previous communities that they've been a
member of, before leaving those communities on account of pointless quarrels, the leader
of the new community that they want to join should be aware that despite all of their
flattery, they are a very dangerous sort of person to have around. One of the things that
this proverb highlights for us is the importance of community for wisdom. The separatist
has a very narrow trust network, whereas the wise man tries to spread out his trust
network very widely. He multiplies his counsellors and tests different opinions against
each other. He places himself in the sort of community where people might correct him.
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In these respects, his humility greatly contrasts with the pride of the separatist, who
presumes that he has no need for a community around him. The pride of the fool is also
the subject of verse 2. The fool, once again, is defined by his pleasure.

If people don't have an appetite for wisdom, they won't pursue it. And the fool does not
want wisdom at all. What he desires to do is to express his opinion. He's always spouting
off. He's the pub expert.

He's not prepared to have his opinion tested or challenged. All he wants is to have it
flattered and affirmed. Of course, the opinion of the fool is a foolish opinion, and in the
process of expressing his opinion, he exposes his character to any that are wise in the
vicinity. One of the most notable effects of wickedness and folly is disgrace and contempt.
The fool who cuts himself off from others and their wisdom, who won't listen to them but
will just spout his own foolish opinion, will end up being disgraced and dishonoured. No
one will have a high opinion of him. Wisdom, by contrast, is compared to water. Deep
waters like those of a well. Flowing waters like those of a fountain and a bubbling brook.

Deep waters suggest the refreshing profundity of good speech. The fountain and the
bubbling brook suggest their outflow and their constant source. They constantly spring up
from the depths of the heart. Verse 5 might seem by itself to be a fairly banal statement,
although Michael Fox observes that we should take the good in a more pragmatic sense.
No good will come of being partial to the wicked or depriving the righteous of justice, while
people might think in an abstract moral sense that it is not good to do these things. It's a
different question when it comes to actual social expediency. Maybe in some exceptional
situations it's more convenient to be partial to the wicked or deprive the righteous of
justice. Maybe some good results will come from it. This verse makes very clear that no
such good would result. Verses 6 and 7 concern the mouth and the speech of the fool.
The foolish speech of the fool is his own worst enemy, as we've seen elsewhere in the
book. In chapter 14 verse 3, by the mouth of a fool comes a rod for his back, but the lips of
the wise will preserve them. The speech of the fool, whether it's lies, words inciting to
violence, spreading rumours and gossip and slander, coarse jesting, scoffing, or some
other form of foolish speech, it will all too often end up boomeranging back to him and
hurting him. He can set a trap with his speech, but he'll be caught in it. From the folly of
the speech of the fool, we move in verse 8 to the folly of the person who listens to gossip.
Gossip can be enticing, and once you're exposed to it, it's very hard to prevent yourself
from just gulping it down.

[6:31] It has a sweet taste, but it produces bitter fruit within. These little tasty morsels of gossip
can feed our deepest vices. As they go down into the inner parts of the body, they end up
affecting us deep within. For this reason, the wise person is careful not to attend to gossip,
not to allow his ear to be tempted by it. The active work of destruction can bring about
great damage, but the sluggard, the lazy man, who is unprepared to work to keep up his
property, for instance, can wreak all sorts of damage upon it, simply by his neglect. The
forces of entropy at work in the world don't wait for him, and it doesn't take long for things
to deteriorate, for houses to become dilapidated, for fields and gardens to become
overgrown with weeds, for underfed animals to become emaciated or to perish.

Recognizing the destructive power of the sluggard, one should be very careful of
committing anything to his charge. Verses 10 and 11 deal with contrasting forms of
security. The name of the Lord, representing God's power and presence, is like a place of
refuge, somewhere that people can run to for safety. The Lord placed his name among his
people in the temple, so that the people would look to the temple and pray to him and
seek his deliverance. When in need, the people of God call out to him in prayer,
depending upon his name for security. However, the rich man can trust in his wealth. For
the rich man, his riches are his source of security, that he will look to for safety in the day
of trouble.
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They are like a high wall for him. However, the end of the verse reveals that this is the
case in his imagination. It's not necessarily the case in real life. True security is to be
found in the name of the Lord alone. A common theme in the book of Proverbs is the
importance of humility for the gaining of wisdom and the danger of pride. The statement of
verse 12 is very similar to ones that we've encountered earlier. In chapter 16 verse 18,
pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall. This verse seems to have
been merged with chapter 15 verse 33 to form the statement of verse 12. Chapter 15
verse 33 reads as follows, the fear of the Lord is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes
before honour. Rash and hasty speech is always a danger. The wise person ponders
before he speaks. Chapter 15 verse 28, the heart of the righteous ponders how to answer,
but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things. We've already seen the hastiness of the
fool in his expression. A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing
his opinion.

The fool is the person who always has the narrative ready to place upon events, even if he
hasn't actually listened to what actually took place and spent time to try and understand.
So eager is he to express his opinion, that he won't give himself sufficient time of silence
to inform himself, and as a result, he can't prevent himself from revealing himself to be the
fool that he actually is. This is a cause of shame to him, and over time his hastiness in
expressing all of his hottest takes will lead any people of wisdom to place less and less
store upon his words. His words will merely be for the other fools who want to be
confirmed in their opinions and their prejudices. Sadly, there is seldom a shortage of
people who just want an appealing and affirming narrative, rather than attending to reality
and to events, and gaining wisdom through careful reflection upon them. The importance
of guarding one's spirit and heart is the subject of verse 14. We've seen this principle
before in the preceding chapter in verse 22. A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed
spirit dries up the bones.

A healthy spirit can bear one through the deepest forms of suffering and sickness, but
there are few forms of trial that are harder than that of bearing a crushed spirit. Wisdom
isn't just something that you're naturally born with. A person has to acquire wisdom, and
this occurs as you have a heart that is ordered towards wisdom, and an ear that's
pursuing it. So much of the book of Proverbs is concerned with those things that orient us
towards wisdom, recognising that it is the company that we keep, the people that we listen
to, our willingness to accept rebuke and correction, the degree to which we honour the
word of the Lord, whether we listen with respect to the instruction of our parents, whether
we seek the counsel of the wise. Wisdom is obtained in such a manner, and if you want to
get wisdom, you need to begin by making sure that your heart is receptive to it, and that
your ear is pursuing it. If those organs are not operating as they ought to be, your pursuit
of wisdom will be utterly in vain. Verse 16 is a difficult verse to understand. Is it expressing
a positive view of the bribe, something that has been described in far less favourable
terms elsewhere? Is it merely giving a descriptive account of the ways that bribes can be
effective? There are other statements of this kind elsewhere in the book of Proverbs. For
instance, in chapter 21 verse 14, a gift in secret averts anger, and a concealed bribe
strong wrath. It is by no means clear that what we are dealing with here is a gift intended
to pervert the ways of justice, to ensure partiality to your cause in a dispute. William
McCain argues that what is in view here is most likely a gift designed to win favour or an
entree into the circle of a social superior who can assist you in your situation. It can prove
wise to win friends through gifts and favours. Through your generous attitude towards
others, others may end up being more solicitous of your welfare in the longer term future.
There are situations where legal proceedings may be almost interminable and there is no
way of deciding between two parties.

[12:12] In these sorts of civil disputes, it may be most effective to settle a matter by means of lots.
We have read about lots earlier in chapter 16 verse 33. The lot is cast into the lap, but its
every decision is from the Lord. There are few situations that are harder to rectify than
great trust betrayed.
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An offended brother is described in this way in verse 19, like a castle that's shut up
against someone. The person who committed the offence is outside and has little hope of
getting in.

Far better to ensure that you do not fall out with your brother in this way, to ensure that
matters never reach that situation. Always deal with your anger before you get to the point
of hasty words.

Leave the room before the argument breaks out. As you feel the first trickles of water
coming through the dam of your failing temper, escape the situation before that dam
bursts. When you have fallen out, do whatever you can to be reconciled as quickly as
possible. Don't allow those fortifications to be built up between you. People live and die by
their words. This is the subject of verses 20 and 21.

We've seen this expressed earlier on in many forms, particularly in places like chapter 12
verse 14. From the fruit of his mouth a man is satisfied with good, and the work of a man's
hand comes back to him.

[13:31] Your mastery, or your lack of mastery of your words, will end up determining the course of
your life. Hasty and foolish words will be a rod for your own back, and may ultimately lead
you to death.

But a well-trained spirit and careful lips will win you favour and honour and life. Proverbs
chapter 19 verse 14 declares, House and wealth are inherited from fathers, but a prudent
wife is from the Lord.

Here again we are told in verse 22 that a wife comes as favour from the Lord. The
goodness of the wise wife is expressed in several different ways and at several different
places in the book of Proverbs. Finding such a woman is closely related to success in the
quest for wisdom herself. The discovery of such a woman is never a sure thing.

Any man who has married such a woman is well aware of his fortune, of the fact that his
enjoyment of such a wife is not a result of his own great insight, but is a result of the
goodness of the Lord who has brought such a woman across his path. It is right to see the
kindness and the grace of God in bringing a good spouse into your life. Such a gift should
be received with humility and gratitude. Verse 23 makes a general statement about the
world, the way that the poor have to speak in an ingratiating and deferential manner in
order to get their case heard, whereas the rich answer them roughly and without concern.
The rich are often presented in very negative ways in the book of Proverbs, ways that
foreground their pride or their injustice or their cruelty to others.

This is another instance of such a portrayal. The chapter began with the character of the
separatist. It ends by considering the person with many friends. It is possible that such a
person, despite having many friends, may still come to ruin. They may prove, in times of
hardship, to be merely fair-weather friends, the man's companions abandoning him to his
fate. However, there are types of friends that stick close in adversity. In times of trouble,
family are the first people that you reach out to, and there are certain cases of friends that
stick even closer than these. Family and friends are also described in verse 17 of chapter
17. A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. The friend described in
verse 24 is present at all times. He loves at all times, like the character in chapter 17, but
like the good brother, he is also there in the time of adversity.

[15:54] A question to consider. Verse 17 says, The one who states his case first seems right, until
the other comes and examines him.

What are some of the ways in which we may be hasty in our judgments? What are some
ways that we encourage our making of such hasty judgments? Are there any ways that
we can better avoid these?


