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[ 0: 00] Luke chapter 22 verses 54 to 71. Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into
the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance.

And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard, and sat down together, Peter sat
down among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light, and looking closely at him,
said, This man also was with him. But he denied it, saying, Woman, | do not know him.

And a little later someone else saw him, and said, You also are one of them. But Peter said, Man, |
am not. And after an interval of about an hour, still another insisted, saying, Certainly this man also
was with him, for he too is a Galilean.

But Peter said, Man, | do not know what you are talking about. And immediately, while he was still
speaking, the rooster crowed. And the Lord turned, and looked at Peter.

And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord. How he had said to him, Before the rooster crows
today, you will deny me three times. And he went out, and wept bitterly. Now the men who were
holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him.

[ 1: 09] They also blindfolded him, and kept asking him, Prophesy! Who is it that struck you? And
they said many other things against him, blaspheming him. When day came, the assembly of the
elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes.

And they led him away to their council, and they said, If you are the Christ, tell us. But he said to
them, If | tell you, you will not believe. And if | ask you, you will not answer.

But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God. So they all
said, Are you the Son of God then? And he said to them, You say that | am.

Then they said, What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.
Luke chapter 22 ends with Peter's denial and Jesus' trial. Peter's testing and denial is paralleled
with and contrasts with Jesus' trial.

This isn't as pronounced in Luke as it is in some of the other Gospels, but it is still present. Both of
the two are questioned, and one is faithful and the other unfaithful. And in the story of Peter's
testing, there is a gradual escalation.

[ 2: 18] First, he is challenged by one of the servant girls when he is sitting at the fire in the
courtyard and she sees him in its light. She says that he was with Christ, but he denies it. Later, he
is accused again, someone claiming that he was one of the followers of Jesus.

Finally, he is accused one more time by someone claiming that, as a Galilean, he was with Jesus.
Note the way Jesus is seen as an outsider from the north. He is a Galilean prophet come down to
Jerusalem.

He is an outsider. Peter denies it even more forcefully still, and he is tempted by the desire to fit in
around the fire to avoid ostracization for the name of Jesus. We can face similar temptations to
dissociate ourselves from Christ and his people in order to fit in around the fires of our society, not
to be left out in the cold.

The cock then crows, and Jesus turns and looks at Peter, a detail recorded in this Gospel, but not
others. Peter then remembers Jesus' saying, Jesus' prophecy concerning Peter is fulfilled at the
very time that Jesus is marked and beaten as a false prophet.

Jesus has also prophetically predicted that he would be marked and insulted in such a manner in
chapter 18 verses 32-33. Perhaps we could see some sort of parallel between Jesus and Samson.
[ 4: 06] Samson is blinded, his eyes are removed, and the Philistines make mockery of him. Here
Jesus has a blindfold put over him, and he's marked. However, just as Samson's greatest victory
was won in the hour of his death, so Jesus' greatest victory will be won under similar
circumstances.
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The chief priests and scribes seek to get Jesus to claim to be the Christ, the Son of God, in order to
have cause to hand him over to Pilate as a false messiah. The assembly asks him if he is the
Christ.

Jesus, we should remember, has been performing messianic-style actions for the last few days. He
had entered into Jerusalem in the manner of a messiah. His triumphal entry, followed by the action
in the temple, pointed towards a particular status that he might be claiming for himself.

Jesus responds to the questioning by declaring the futility of any answer, but identifies himself once
more with the Son of Man in Daniel's vision, in Daniel chapter 7 verses 13 to 14.

| saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven, there came one like a Son of Man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days, and was presented before him. And to him was given
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.

[ 5: 20] His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed. He also alludes to Psalm 110 verse 1.

The Lord says to my Lord, Sit at my right hand until | make your enemies your footstool. In time they
will have demonstration of Jesus' presence at the right hand of the Father, as he destroys the city,
and the wicked vinedressers, and the rebellious subjects, clearly demonstrating his authority and
rule.

The assembly declared Jesus to be guilty of blasphemy. They do not have the jurisdiction to carry
out any sentence, though, so they must deliver him over to Pilate. This trial was probably not a trial
in any fuller sense of the word.

It is better thought of as a hearing, designed to establish charges to be presented to Pilate, the one
with the authority to cast a death sentence. A question to consider.

How might the claim that Jesus is the Christ interplay with his claim to be the Son of Man in a way
that fulfills Daniel chapter 7? How might the understanding of Jesus as the Christ and Jesus as the
Son of Man fill each other out?
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