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Deuteronomy 32: Biblical Reading and Reflections
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[0:00] Deuteronomy chapter 32 They have dealt corruptly with him. They are no longer his
children because they are blemished. They are a crooked and twisted generation. Do you thus
repay the Lord, you foolish and senseless people? Is not he your father, who created you, who
made you and established you? Remember the days of old. Consider the years of many
generations. Ask your father, and he will show you. Your elders, and they will tell you.

When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the
borders of the peoples, according to the number of the sons of God. But the Lord's portion is his
people, Jacob his allotted heritage. He found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the
wilderness. He encircled him, he cared for him, he kept him as the apple of his eye.
Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching
them, bearing them on its pinions. The Lord alone guided him. No foreign god was with him. He
made him ride on the high places of the land, and he ate the produce of the field.
And he suckled him with honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock, curds from the herd,
and milk from the flock, with fat of lambs, rams of Bashan and goats, with the very finest of the
wheat.
And you drank foaming wine made from the blood of the grape. But Jashurin grew fat and kicked.
You grew fat, stout, and sleek. Then he forsook God who made him, and scoffed at the rock of his
salvation.
[2:00] They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods. With abominations they provoked him to
anger. They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, to new gods
that had come recently, whom your fathers had never dreaded.

You were unmindful of the rock that bore you, and you forgot the god who gave you birth. The Lord
saw it and spurned them, because of the provocation of his sons and his daughters. And he said,
And I will heap disasters upon them. I will spend my arrows on them. They shall be wasted with
hunger, and devoured by plague, and poisonous pestilence.
I will send the teeth of beasts against them, with the venom of things that crawl in the dust.
Outdoors the sword shall bereave, and indoors terror, for young man and woman alike, the nursing
child with the man of grey hairs.
I would have said, I will cut them to pieces. I will wipe them from human memory, had I not feared
provocation by the enemy, lest their adversaries should misunderstand, lest they should say, Our
hand is triumphant. It was not the Lord who did all this.
But they are a nation void of counsel, and there is no understanding in them. If they were wise, they
would understand this. They would discern their latter end. How could one have chased a
thousand, and two have put ten thousand to flight, unless their rock had sold them, and the Lord
had given them up?
[3:48] For their rock is not as our rock. Our enemies are by themselves. For their vine comes
from the vine of Sodom, and from the fields of Gomorrah. Their grapes are grapes of poison, their
clusters are bitter, their wine is the poison of serpents, and the cruel venom of asps.

Is not this laid up in store with me, sealed up in my treasuries? Vengeance is mine, and
recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip, for the day of their calamity is at hand, and their
doom comes swiftly.
For the Lord will vindicate his people, and have compassion on his servants. When he sees that
their power is gone, and there is none remaining, bond or free, then he will say, Where are their
gods, the rock in which they took refuge? Who ate the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of
their drink offering? Let them rise up and help you. Let them be your protection.
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See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me. I kill and I make alive, I wound and I
heal, and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.
For I lift up my hand to heaven, and swear, as I live forever, if I sharpen my flashing sword, and my
hand takes hold on judgment, I will take vengeance on my adversaries, and will repay those who
hate me.
[5:06] I will make my arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour flesh, with the blood of
the slain and the captives, from the long-haired heads of the enemy. Rejoice with him, O heavens!
Bow down to him, all gods, for he avenges the blood of his children, and takes vengeance on his
adversaries.

He repays those who hate him, and cleanses his people's land. Moses came and recited all the
words of this song in the hearing of the people, he and Joshua the son of Nun. And when Moses
had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, he said to them, Take to heart all the words by
which I am warning you today, that you may command them to your children, that they may be
careful to do all the words of this law.
For it is no empty word for you, but your very life, and by this word you shall live long in the land that
you are going over the Jordan to possess. That very day the Lord spoke to Moses, Go up this
mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, opposite Jericho, and view the
land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel for a possession.
And die on the mountain which you go up, and be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother
died in Mount Hor, and was gathered to his people. Because you broke faith with me in the midst of
the people of Israel, at the waters of Meribah Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, And because you did
not treat me as holy in the midst of the people of Israel.
For you shall see the land before you, but you shall not go there, into the land that I am giving to the
people of Israel. With the chapter that follows it, Deuteronomy chapter 32 is a poetic climax to the
whole book of Deuteronomy.
[6:39] It's a piece of prophecy in the form of a song, and it's a sort of covenant lawsuit presented
against Israel for its future unfaithfulness. It recounts their history, and also declares their future.

It begins with an appeal to the heaven and the earth, calling them to witness the words of Moses.
Along with the song and the book of the law, the heaven and the earth are witnesses to the
covenant.
They also serve to mediate God's judgment to Israel for its unfaithfulness if it fails to keep the
covenant. Moses compares his prophetic speech to the rain and the dew.
They give life and growth to the earth that depend upon them. And this is a way of thinking about
the word of the Lord more generally. The people, if they are to flourish as a planting of the Lord in
the land, need to drink in the rain.
And there are different kinds of rain. There's gentle rain, but there's also heavy stormy rain, and
both seem to be spoken of here. Moses proclaims the name of the Lord. He summons the people to
the faithfulness that the covenant calls for from them.
[7:38] He speaks of the Lord as the rock of Israel. The rock is a source of provision, a source of
security and refuge, a place of shelter, a foundation, something that is enduring.

And this is a particularly powerful metaphor in the context of the wilderness experience. Moses also
uses imagery of rocks and mountains in the great Psalm 90, which is the Psalm of Moses, verses 1
and 2.
The Lord is the enduring rock, the one who does not change, the one who is a secure place of
refuge and shelter.
There is a sharp contrast between the faithfulness and consistency of the Lord and the
faithlessness and inconstancy of Israel. Their corruption undermines their status as his children.
Even though the Lord is their maker and their father, they reject and turn their backs on him. The
Lord's election of Israel goes back to the very beginning. God appointed the bounds for all of the
nations of the world.
[8:45] Israel is not the only nation for which the Lord has a purpose. When the Lord, as God Most
High, established the nations, presumably in Genesis 10, he set their number according to the
number of the sons of God.

Some regard this as a reference to the number of the Israelites, the number 70 being associated
both with Israel's ruling body, the elders, and the number of the nations. However, this does not
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explain the contrast of verse 9, which suggests that the Lord has Israel as his own inheritance,
presumably over against some other parties that have the other nations as theirs.
The answer, I believe, is found in understanding that the sons of God are referring to the heavenly
beings. This is a reading that's testified very early on, prior to the birth of Christ.
The teaching, then, is that God, when he established the nations, established them according to the
number of the heavenly beings, with each being being appointed to oversee one of the nations.
These heavenly beings were the gods and angelic powers. They were created by God and under
his rule, but the nations were put within their charge. They mediated the rule of the Lord over these
nations and participated in the divine council.
[9:55] However, the Lord himself claimed Israel for his own. Deuteronomy chapter 4 verse 20
speaks of this. But the Lord has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to
be a people of his own inheritance, as you are this day.

Verses 10 to 11 speak of the time in the wilderness as a sort of origin to Israel's existence. He
found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the wilderness he encircled him, he cared
for him, he kept him as the apple of his eye, like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its
young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions.
This is similar to Hosea chapter 9 verse 10. Like grapes in the wilderness I found Israel, like the first
fruit on the fig tree in its first season I saw your fathers. But they came to Baal Peor and
consecrated themselves to the thing of shame, and became detestable like the thing they loved.
Notably, verses 10 to 11 of Deuteronomy 32 borrow the language of Genesis chapter 1 verses 1 to
2. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the waters. The word that Genesis 1 uses for being without form
is the word used for waste in Deuteronomy 32.
[11:14] We might also see plays upon the word used for void in Genesis chapter 1 in these
verses here. The most significant parallel, however, is between the hovering of the Spirit over the
waters in Genesis chapter 1 and the hovering of the eagle that represents the Lord in Deuteronomy
chapter 32 verse 11.

The establishment of Israel then is like an event of a new creation. It's a creation of something new
out of nothing. As God created Israel, Israel's relationship with God is a matter of the very greatest
importance.
The Lord is the source of Israel's life. The Lord brought Israel into a position of plenty, without
assistance from any other god. Yet Israel, enjoying the prosperity and plenty that God brought him
into, rejects the Lord for other gods, turning its back on the rock that bore them.
The Lord responds to this provocation by hiding his presence from them, and visiting judgment
upon them by another people. If they left the Lord and turned to gods that were not gods, he will
bring a people that's not a people against them.
The result will be the devastating force of the curse falling upon Israel. It will destroy their land and
its fruit. They will experience famine, pestilence, plague, attacks from wild beasts and war.
[12:26] In verses 26 and following, the Lord, however, stays his hand of judgment. His name is
upon Israel, and he doesn't want the nations he raised up against Israel to think that they achieved
the victory over it, praising themselves, like Israel wrongly does, in their own strength.

The enemy doesn't understand the reason for their victory, that God had given up his people to
them. This was the only way in which they could ever have won such dramatic and one-sided
battles against Israel.
Their gods are not as the God of Israel, and their prosperity and seeming blessing is not the true
blessing that Israel enjoys. It seems like a true blessing, but its reality is quite different.
The time will come when the enemies that the Lord has raised up against Israel will themselves be
destroyed, and when that time comes, the Lord himself will have compassion upon his people and
will deliver them.
All of the gods to which Israel turned will have been proved powerless and futile, unable to come to
Israel's aid in its time of distress. And this will serve to manifest the Lord's uniqueness.
[13:28] The point of the song here is similar to one found throughout the book of Isaiah. Isaiah
chapter 41 verse 4. Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the beginning?
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I the Lord, the first, and with the last, I am he. Isaiah 43, 10-13. You are my witnesses, declares the
Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that
I am he.
Before me no God was formed, nor shall there be any after me. I, I am the Lord, and besides me
there is no saviour. I declared and saved, and proclaimed, when there was no strange God among
you, and you are my witnesses, declares the Lord, and I am God.
Also henceforth I am he. There is none who can deliver from my hand. I work, and who can turn it
back? Isaiah chapter 48 verse 12. Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel whom I called.
I am he, I am the first, and I am the last. The Lord is the great warrior, and no rival can stand
against him. His action in the history of Israel, seen against the record of their stubborn
unfaithfulness, will lead to the glorification of his name.
[14:38] The heavens will rejoice at his victory. All gods will bow before him. He defeats his
enemies. He avenges his people. He brings about atonement. He will finely and decisively deal with
his people's sins, the sins that are described within this great song.

Joshua joins Moses in presenting Israel with the song. Israel is counseled to take its words, and the
words of the Lord to heart. The words of the Lord are the very source of Israel's life.
The life of Israel ultimately flows, not from any material prosperity and plenty, but from the Lord and
obedience to his word. Man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes
from the mouth of the Lord.
Deuteronomy 8, verse 3. This chapter concludes with Moses being instructed to climb Mount Nebo,
where he will be able to see the land before the people enter into it.
He, however, will not enter in on account of his sin at Meribah Kadesh. A question to consider.
Verse 51 reads, How does this help us to better understand Moses' sin in Numbers chapter 20?
[15:57] ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■


